Los Angeles 18.1 ± 1.5 Rubidoux 20.0 ± 1.1 5.1 ± 0.3 8.9 ± 0.8 0.9 ± 0.1 0.7 ± 0.1 0.8 ± 0.1 0.7 ± 0.1
Los Angeles 20.4 ± 1.6 (Figure (a) ). Figure (b) shows the scatter plot of OC TOT versus measured PM 2.5 mass concentration, in which the data points corresponding to each year are specified with a distinct marker/color. As described in the paper, OC artifact is estimated using the intercept of the linear regression of OC against PM 2.5 mass concentration, following the method of Kim et al. (2005) . variability. This can be inferred from the levels of significance corresponding to the two-tailed t tests performed on the OC artifact values between each two consecutive years, as shown in Table   ( a) (p values ranging from 0.23 to 0.69), indicating that there is no statistically significant difference between OC artifacts among different years. Furthermore, the maximum difference between the individual estimated OC artifact and the average value calculated over all 6 years (i.e. ~3.7 µg/m 3 ) is less than 17% of the average value. Considering these observations, for each sampling site we estimated one OC artifact, using the interpret of OC TOT vs PM 2.5 , over the entire study period (i.e. 2002-2007) , similarly to the approach taken in many other studies in the literature, using the PM 2.5 chemical speciation data over a long period of time (Hwang and Hopke, 2006; Kim and Hopke, 2008a, b) . 
